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BY JOHN TUNISON
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OVERISEL — A week after
his 79-year-oldwife was beaten
in a home invasion at their ru-
ral Overisel residence, Jay Hop
is hoping justice comes to her
attacker.
Allegan County sheriff ’s

deputies continue looking for
the man who broke into the
Hop home on Fillmore Road,
east of M-40, during the early
afternoon hours of Aug. 11.
“The emotional part is the

hardest thing to deal with,” said
Hop, describing the sense of
safety that was shattered for
his wife, Shirley. “Every time
the doorbell rings, it makes you
think.”
Shirley Hopwas home alone

about 1 p.m. that day, watch-
ing television news, when the
doorbell rang.
She noticed a man outside

who then rang the bell to a dif-
ferent entry door.
“She right away had the feel-

ing they wanted to get in,” Jay
Hop said.
Two doors to the house and

one to the garage were locked,
but moments later Shirley Hop
heard a crash and commotion
in the garage. The man had
bashed through the door to
the garage.
As his wife went to secure

the house door leading to the
garage, it suddenly opened.
“He opened the door and

there they met, eyeball to eye-
ball,” he said.
The moments that followed

were terrifying for Shirley Hop
as the intruder hit her on the
side of her face, causing her
head to slam against a cup-
board. He then took off his T-
shirt and used it to cover his
face before pushing her against
the cupboard again and fleeing
the home.
While dazed and frightened,

Shirley Hop managed to call
her sister for help in the next
few moments.
Her husband believes the

intruder and a second man,
seen in a car in the driveway,
thought the home was empty
and were surprised to find
someone there.
“I’m sure they thought no

one was home. I was at work,
so the garage was empty,” Jay
Hop said.
Shirley Hop was taken to

the hospital and stayed a short
time for observation. Doc-
tors told the Hops the assault
caused some minor bleeding
on her brain.

Email: jtunison@grpress.com
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Police say Goree bound the
woman, then carried her to the
vehicle they planned to steal,
and Reynolds led the way
down South Division Avenue
to Allegan County, where they
stopped at a cornfield.
Goree allegedly led the

woman through the field and
then tried to tie her to a phone
pole but ran out of tape.
Police say Goree returned

a few minutes later to secure
Kathleen Byker but found her
gone. The three alleged kidnap-
pers then took off.
Byker told police she ran

through the field, hiding in
various spots until she located
a truck and pounded on its
door until the driver helped
her contact police.
The Bykers’ stolen car was

found still running along the
side of the road.
On Monday, Grandville po-

lice heard from Silent Observer
and talked to a woman who
identified herself as the girl-
friend of Goree and the sister
of Blakely.
She allegedly told police the

pair were regretful and ready

to confess.
Police picked up the pair and

say the two described the plot
as well as the identity of the
alleged “mastermind,” whom
they called “Red.”
Reynolds was picked up on a

traffic stop by police. The three
allegedly told police the kid-
napping incident was planned
for days.
Reynolds is being held at the

Kent County Jail on a $750,000
bond, while the other two are
there on $700,000 bonds. Reyn-
olds has a previous federal
conviction for counterfeiting,
the other two have no felony
records.
When Judge Peter Versluis

read the charges to the trio
Wedneday, Goree appeared
confused.
“So, I get life? Goree asked.

“This is my first time, so I don’t
know.”
Versluis advised him that

he has not been convicted of
anything.
The three are scheduled to

be in Grandville District Court
on Aug. 25.
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ordeal

described
Man tells how wife, 79,
encountered intruder

PRESS PHOTO/EMILY ZOLADZ

Byron Township resident Phil
Sikkema, above left, helps
Dale Furman, of Mishawaka,
Ind., flip burgers Wednesday
during the annual Seniors
Helping Seniors picnic
at Millennium Park. The
organization matches active
seniors who are looking for
something to do with seniors
who need help. “No one
wants to go into a nursing
home,” said regional official
David VanderLinde. At left,
Abby Vanderlinde, 3, of
Grand Rapids, takes part
in the event with her aunt,
Amanda Thrush, also of
Grand Rapids.

CHARGES
WOMAN ALLEGEDLY LEFT IN FIELD
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GRAND RAPIDS — Michi-
gan author Gerald S. Hunter
will share his investigations
into modern ghost stories at
1:30 p.m. Saturday at the main
Grand Rapids Public Library

downtown, 111 Library St. NE.
The free program is part of

the summerlongGRReads pro-
gram and is sponsored by the
Grand Rapids Public Library
Foundation.
Hunter, of Hartland, is an

ordained United Methodist

minister and author of “Haunt-
ed Michigan” and “More
Haunted Michigan.”
He will discuss spirits he

has found in Escanaba, Mont-
gomery, Marshall and Milford.
His talk will be illustrated with
photos and recordings.

SENIORS HELPING SENIORS

BY TROY REIMINK
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GRANDRAPIDS—Limited
traffic is now moving across
the Fuller Avenue NE bridge
over the Gerald R. Ford Free-
way as that construction work
reaches its midpoint.
A $7.8 million replacement

of the bridge, built in 1963, is
one of Kent County’s biggest
summer road projects.
The opening of three lanes

— the bridge’s eastern half —
marks the halfway point of the
project, which officials expect
to be finished in October. One
southbound lane is open, in

addition to two northbound
lanes, one of which is a turn
lane for traffic getting on the
westbound Ford Freeway.
The freeway will close at

Fuller from 10 p.m. Friday until
9 p.m. Sunday for demolition of
the bridge’s western half, con-
struction officials said.
During that time, freeway

traffic will reduce to one lane
in either direction and will be
routed up the exit ramp and
down the entrance ramp on
either side. The three lanes
across the bridge will be open
throughout the weekend.
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Bridge at halfway point

Visiting author to share ghost stories

GrandRapids
VeinClinic

GR
VC

Over 21 years experience in
treating vein related ailments

Most insurance accepted

4095449-01

Choose the best when treating your

Varicose &Varicose &
Spider VeinsSpider Veins

Free consultation
with this ad!

JOSEPH B. MAROGIL MD /
LAURA J. KELSEY MD

1720 Michigan St
Grand Rapids

616/454-8442
grveins.com

“Life Happens
Here.”

Retirement Community

Professionally managed by Senior
Village Management.

1305 Walker, N.W.
(On VanBuren, North of Walker)

Grand Rapids, MI 49504

(616) 459-9701
TTY# 800-649-3777
www.thevillamaria.com

4147591-01

COMMUNITY
BAZAAR

Saturday, August 20
1-4 pm

*Arts & Crafts
*Jewelry

*Lunch &Refreshments
*50/50 Raffle

For more information or to schedule a tour, contact Laurie, at 616-855-1881.
Grand Rapids’ Premier Retirement Community 1919 Boston Street SE • www.beaconhillgr.org

Reason #11 Upscale Dining

Reason #27 Vasaio Life Spa

Reason #36 Spectacular Surroundings

Executive Chef Timothy and his
experienced staff will showcase
their culinary expertise with
freshly prepared breakfast, lunch
and dinner cuisine, all served
restaurant style in any of three
distinct dining venues.

Visit the Vasaio Life Spa and
enjoy all the benefits of a
full-service salon, including

a relaxing hot-stone therapy
and massage. Or, if you prefer,
schedule an appointment to
experience our spa services in the

privacy of your apartment home.

Situated on twelve beautifully

landscaped acres in the heart of
Grand Rapids’ tree-lined Eastgate
neighborhood, Beacon Hill

dedicates every square inch
of this new, active-senior
retirement community to

living life to the fullest.

Discover the many reasons that make
Beacon HillAt Eastgate a wonderful place to live
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Make a lifelong
friend from abroad.
Enrich your family with
another culture. Now you
can host a high school
exchange student (girl or

boy) from France, Germany,
Scandinavia, Spain,

Australia, Japan, Brazil,
Italy or other countries.
Single parents, as well as
couples with or without

children, may host. Contact
us for more information or
to select your student today.

y
(for 3, 5 or 10 months)

Camilla from Italy, 16 yrs.
Enjoys dancing, playing the piano
and swimming. Camilla looks
forward to cooking with her
American host family.

Daniel from Denmark, 17 yrs.
Loves skiing, playing soccer and
watching American movies. Daniel
hopes to learn to play football and
live as a real American.

Host an Exchange
Student Today !

(for 3, 5 or 10 months)

Amy at 1-800-677-2773 (Toll Free)

www.assehosts.com and www.asse.com/host or email us at info@asse.com.

Founded in 1976
ASSE International Student Exchange Program is a Public Benefit, Non-Profit Organization.

I N T E R N A T I O N A L S T U D E N T E X C H A N G E P R O G R A M S

Cathy at 616-893-0646 or

4193198-01


